[ 


2 nd Edition 



The Obligation of 
Commanding the Good 
& Forbidding the Evil 

by AHmaam 

‘Abdul Azeez Ibn Abdullah Bin Baaz 

(D.27 Muharram 1420 AH.) 



alHujjah 





© 1433/2012 A1 Hujjah publication 
All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilized 
in any form or by electronic, mechanical, or any other means now 
known, including photocopying and recording, without the 
written permission from A1 Hujjah Publication &. Bedouin 
Refuge Inc. 

The Obligation of Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil 2 nd 
Edition 

Published By: 

g 

AL HU JJAH 


A1 Hujjah Publication 


Cover Design: Azhar Majothi, Ihsaan Design, www.ihsaandesign.com 
Printer: Sanatech Printing Corp. 

Translator Aboo Imraan Abdus-Saboor bin Tomas bin Victor bin 
Emeterio Maldonado al-Mekseekee 

Edited by: Al-Hujjah Publication & DTSSBC 


Contents 




Publisher’s Note 2 

Introduction 7 

The Position of Ma'ruf (i.e., Enjoining the Good) &lAI 
Munkar (i.e., Forbidding the Evil), in Islam was present in 

the Previous Nations 9 

The Importance of Ma'ru/(i.e., Enjoining the Good), &_ Al- 

Munkar (i.e., Forbidding the Evil) 11 

Those who Enjoins the Good &. Forbids the Evil are the 

People of Rahmah (i.e.Mercy) 18 

The Mawlaa (i.e., the Protector), Mighty &. Majestic confines 
Success to calling towards the Good & towards those who 

Enjoins the Good &. Forbids the Evil 21 

The Stages of Ma'ruf (i.e., Enjoining the Good), &. Al- 

Munkar (i.e., Forbidding the Evil) 24 

Advice to every Believing Man & Woman 34 

Not Showing Concern for the Ma'ru/(i.e., Enjoining the 
Good) & AlMunkar (i.e., Forbidding the Evil) is one of the 
many causes for the Supplication to be Rejected & 

Assistance not to be Rendered! .. .. 37 

The one whom Allah grants Patience &. Reflection will be 
Successful, Blessed & Guided 43 


ISBN: 9-7809-78-4009-8-9 



Publisher’s Note 


Indeed all the praise is due to Allah the Lord of all that exist 
we praise Him and we seek His aid and assistance and we 
seek His forgiveness and we seek refuge from the evil of 
ourselves and from the evil of our actions and whoever Allah 
guides none can misguide and whomsoever Allah misguides 
none can guide. 

I bear witness that there is no god worthy of worship 
in truth except for Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad 
may the peace and blessing of Allah be upon him; is His last 
and final slave and messenger and may the peace be upon 
his family, companions and those who follow him in 
sincerity, until the Day of Judgment Aameen. 

To proceed: 

O, Muslim reader we at Al-Hujjah publication is 
pleased to present to you, our dedicated readers the 2 nd 
Edition of this beneficial work entitled “The Obligation of 
Commanding the Good StForbidding the Evil” by: Al- 
Imaam ’Abdul-Azeez Ibn ’Abdillah Bin Baaz, may Allah have 
mercy on him and make his grave spacious Aameen. 

Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam 
has ordained), enjoining of good and AlMunkar (i.e., 
Polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden), 
forbidding of evil is something that must be implemented by 
the Muslims in general and by those who claim to be upon 
the Salafi Manhaj in particular, because of the great and 
lofty status given to this Ummah (i.e. Islamic Nation), of 


x *• 

Muhammad Allah says in His Noble Book (i.e. 

Qur’an): 

» jdd I I ^ Lj 

<0Z&- 

“The believers, men and women, are Auliya' (helpers, 
supporters, friends, protectors) of one another; they enjoin 
(on the people) Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all 
that Islam orders one to do), and forbid (people) from Al- 
Munkar (i.e. polytheism and disbelief of all kinds, and all 
that Islam has forbidden); they perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as- 
Salat) and give the Zakat, and obey Allah and His 
Messenger. Allah will have His Mercy on them. Surely 
Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.” 1 

Hence, it is incumbent upon the believers male and 
female to command the good and forbid the evil with one 
another according to their ability and to do so based upon 
having Fiqh (i.e. Keen understanding), of what they are 
commanding of good and forbidding of evil, as well as 
having Rifqan (i.e. Gentleness), when they are commanding 
of the good and forbidding of the evil. Allah says: 

i 2 © & 'tJ* » 


1 At-Tawbah: 71 

2 Ta-Ha: 44 
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“And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept 
admonition or fear Allah.” 

In addition, to having Haa’mil (i.e. Patients and 
forbearance), when commanding the good and forbidding 
the evil, Allah says: 

kill 'i oj iIXj ui I Ij I All Ij Jj*-* J 

“Enjoin (on people) Al-Ma'ruf (Islamic Monotheism and all 
that is good), and forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e. 
disbelief in the Oneness of Allah, polytheism of all kinds 
and all that is evil and bad), and bear with patience 
whatever befalls you. Verily, these are some of the 
important commandments (ordered by Allah with no 
exemption).” 

These are the requirements for the individual who 
takes on this lofty task and one should not step his foot into 
this matter, until he is well grounded in what has been 
mentioned above. In our days and times we find people 
stepping their feet into the matter of commanding the good 
and forbidding the evil and causing more harm than good 
because of a lack of what was previously mentioned. You 
find them not having Fiqh (i.e. Keen understanding), of the 
issue at hand or a lack of Rifyan (i.e. Gentleness); so this 
causes the advice to be ignored or it chases the one being 
advised to that thing that you are commanding them to stay 
away from, or it may cause them to leave Islam altogether. 

3 Luqman: 17 
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In addition, last but not least a lack of having Haa’mil (i.e. 
Patients and forbearance) where you would find people who 
are short tempered trying to command the good and forbid 
the evil becoming frustrated and being harsh to the one 
they are advising to the point they may even curse or become 
physical with the one they are advising. 

We ask Allah to make us a key of good in this 
endeavor of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil in all 
of our gatherings and that we practice in secret and in the 
public this lofty surah: 

ijL»pj bddjT 01 ^ oj )> 

4 4 \y >° 1 'j*® 'jjj 

“By Al-'Asr (the time).Verily, man is in loss, Except those 
who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous 
good deeds, and recommend one another to the truth (i.e. 
order one another to perform all kinds of good deeds (Al- 
Ma'ruf) which Allah has ordained, and abstain from all 
kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar which Allah has 
forbidden), and recommend one another to patience (for 
the sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may 
encounter in Allah's Cause during preaching His religion 
of Islamic Monotheism or Jihad).” 


4 Al-'Asr: 1-3 
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May Allah accept this small effort of ours and make it 
something weighty on our scales and make it a benefit to all 
those involved in this project as well as to the readers 
Aameen. 

Al-Hujjah Publication 

Muharram 17, 1434 | November 30, 2012 




Introduction 



All praise is for Allah and peace and blessings be upon the 
Messenger of Allah and upon his family, companions, and 
whoever may follow his guidance up until the Day of 
Judgment. 

To proceed: 

Without a doubt from the most important and the 
most superior forms of seeking closeness (to Allah) is 
mutually advising one another, guiding one another to good 
deeds, and enjoining one another with the truth while being 
patient. This also includes warning from what opposes all of 
the aforementioned characteristics and from what earns the 
anger of Allah the Mighty and Majestic in addition to 
avoiding what distances one’s self from His mercy. 

I ask Him (i.e., Allah), the Mighty and Majestic to 
rectify our hearts and good deeds as well as all of the 
Muslims and that He grant us understanding of His religion 
and that He establish us upon it. In addition that He aide 
His religion and elevate His word. Also, that He rectifies all 
of the Muslim rulers and grants them everything that is 
good. 

As well as, that He rectifies what is within them and 
assists them on everything that will bring about 
reconciliation for the servants and their countries as well as 
grant them understanding of the religion. Also that He 
expands their hearts to rule by His Shari’ ah (i.e. Divine 
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(polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden), 
and you believe in Allah .” 5 

We do not know the hidden meaning of this 
precedence, except that He made this obligation a great 
issue. He pointed out the immense and general benefits that 
result from applying it especially in this day and age. 
Therefore, the necessity of the Muslims and their duty is to 
strictly Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam 
has ordained), enjoin the good and to AlMunkar (i.e., 
Polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden), 
forbid the evil. This is based on the current appearance of 
disobedience as well as the spread of Shirk (i.e. Associating 
partners in worship), and innovations throughout most of 
the population. 

The Muslims in his time and in the time 

of his companions and in the time of the rightly guided 
predecessors used to attach great importance to this 
obligation and they would fulfill the overall good of doing 
so. Thus, the duty of performing this act after them is more 
severe and greater based on the excessive amount of 
ignorance, the dwindling of knowledge, and the neglect of 
many people concerning this great obligation. 


.* 

The Importance of Ma'ruf (i.e., Enjoining the 
Good), & AlMunkar (i.e., Forbidding the Evil) 

x«.xCj|0>-c*x *• 

In this day and age of ours the issue has become more severe 
and the danger greater based on the spread of evil and 
corruption, the large amount of callers to falsehood, and the 
dwindling of the callers to good in most of the lands as it 
was mentioned. 

For this sake Allah the Glorified, the Most High has 
commanded us and incited us to perform it. In the verse of 
Aali ‘Imraan it precedes Eemaan (i.e., Islamic Faith) and it is 
His statement: 

“You (true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real 
followers of Prophet Muhammad and his 

Sunnah) are the best of peoples ever raised up for 
mankind ...” 6 

This indicates the nation of Muhammad 
which is the best of the (prophetic) nations and the most 
superior to Allah as it is found in the authentic narration 
from the Prophet when he said: 

j jS- ai)l l jUl 6^^-* uj^y (*^ 


5 Aali ‘Imraan: 110 


6 Aali ‘Imraan: 110 
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Those who Enjoins the Good & Forbids the Evil 
are the People of Rahmah (i.e., Mercy) 




The Glorified explains that those who enjoin the good and 
forbid the evil, who establish the prayers, who pay the alms 
tax, and who obey Allah and His Messenger they 

are the People of Rahmah (i.e., Mercy). The Glorified and 
Most High says: 

i © ddjlJjt f 

“Allah will have His Mercy on them .” 13 


Then, this indicates that mercy is obtained by 
obedience to Allah and by adherence to His divine 
legislation, from the more specific (issues) is enjoining the 
good and forbidding the evil. 

Mercy is not obtained by protection or by lineage 
such as his being from the Quraysh or from the tribe of 
Haashim or from the tribe of such and such person. Nor by 
positions such as one being a king or president of a republic 
or a minister or any other position for that matter. 

It is not obtained by wealth or commerce or by the 
massive presence of factories or by any other thing that is 
from the affairs of mankind. Rather mercy is obtained by 
obedience to Allah and His Messenger ^ and by 

adherence to His divine legislation. 

From the greatest of all of these is enjoining the good and 
forbidding the evil, establishing the prayer, paying the alms 

13 At-Tawbah: 71 
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tax, and obedience to Allah and His Messenger . 

in every single thing. These are the People of Rahmah (i.e., 
Mercy), and they are those who in reality hope for the mercy 
of Allah and they are those who in reality fear Allah and 
who magnify Him. 

How unjust is the one who neglects His commands 
and commits the prohibited while alleging that he fears Him 
and hopes good from Him!! The one who truly magnifies 
Allah while fearing Him truthfully and hoping good from 
Him truthfully is the one who establishes His commands 
and adheres to His divine legislation, he strives in His path 
and enjoins the good and forbids the evil. The Glorified says 
in Soorat-ulBaqarah: 

Jw— <4 t oj )> 



“Verily, those who have believed, and those who have 
emigrated (for Allah's Religion) and have striven hard in 
the Way of Allah, all these hope for Allah's Mercy .” 14 

The Glorified (i.e., Allah), made them hopeful for 
His mercy when they believed with their faith, when they 
struggled with their struggle, and when they emigrated with 
their emigration. He (i.e., Allah), did not say that if they 
built castles or expanded their commerce or diversified their 
actions or that if they elevated their lineage that they would 
be those who would hope for the mercy of Allah. No, rather 
the Glorified said: 


*9 


Al-Baqarah: 218 





Advice to every Believing Man &. Woman 



My advice to every believing man and every believing woman 
is to be meticulous of the Noble Qur’an. Also, to increase in 
reciting it. As well as, to be diligent in memorizing it or 
whatever is facilitated to memorize along with reflecting and 
pondering (e.g., on its meanings), in it is guidance and light 
as the Glorified said: 

< Q Jk (S&bKyR tdii o] > 

“Verily, this Qur'an guides to that which is most just and 
right .” 30 

Also, the Mighty said: 

V'djVT i ijjji y'jQj 4a* *^14 4^4" ¥ 

im 

“(This is) a Book (the Qur'an) which We (i.e., Allah), have 
sent down to you, full of blessings that they may ponder 
over its Verses, and that men of understanding may 
remember .” 31 

In addition to the Blessed, the Most High says: 


30 Al-Israa: 9 

31 Saad: 29 
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“Do they not then think deeply in the Qur'an, or are their 
hearts locked up (from understanding it )?” 32 

Hence, we must be concerned with the Book of 
Allah by reciting it, memorizing it, reflecting on it, 
understanding it, acting according to it, and by asking about 
what poses issues. Likewise, the Sunnah of the Messenger 
is th * 2 second revelation. It explains the Book of 
Allah and gives direction to it. 

It is obligatory for the student of knowledge to be 
concerned with that according to his ability and according to 
his actions by memorizing and revising. Such as memorizing 
the Forty Hadeeth of Imaan An-Nawawee and 

completing it with Ibn Rajab’s Fifty Hadeeth as it is 

from the most comprehensive narrations and the most 
beneficial. It is from the comprehensive speech so it should 
be memorized by the man and the woman. In addition to 
‘Umdat-ul-Ahkaam by Al-Haafith ‘Abdil-Ghanee Al-Maqdisee 
a great book compiled of four hundred narrations 
and additional benefit and it is from the most authentic 
narrations in the field of Ilm (i.e., Knowledge), If it is 
facilitated to memorize it then that is from the great blessing 
of Allah. Likewise, Buloogh-ulMaraam by Al-Haafith Ibn 
Hajar is a great book which is brief and beneficial. If 

it is facilitated for the student of knowledge to memorize it 
then that will be a great good. 

As well as from the books connected to ‘Aqeedah 
(i.e., Islamic Creed), are two noble books by Ash-Sheikh Al- 
Imaam Muhammad bin ‘Abdil-Wahhaab i&faas), which are 
Kitaab-ut'Tawheed and Kashf-ush-Shubuhaat. As well as from 

32 Muhammad: 24 
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